ELECTION TO THE MATE.                              291

politics, and a leading station in both, will abstract you entirely
from the more amiable interests of private life, arid make you a
huge Colossus, the wonder of contemporaries, and admiration
of posterity. But however I may lament such a result, it is in
vain to resist destiny. { Some achieve greatness ; ' and Mrs.
"Webster and I and I. P. D., and others, who would have liked
to have possessed you ourselves, must be content to be chilled
in the increasing shadows you cast. Be it so." 1

This complaint, a little querulous, perhaps, on account of
long silence toward an old friend, shows how well that friend
understood the case of one whose great powers were the real
arbiters of his fate.

Still we shall find that, in proportion as the public life be-
came more and more exacting, the private life became more
and more fall; that its enjoyments were the more keenly
coveted and relished; that its pursuits and interests became
extremely various, and that those who stood in " the shadows "
really basked in the sunshine, whenever the world and the
world's cares could be shut out. "We must, in fact, look to the
requirements of a great nature which no public ambition could
satisfy, and no fame could fill, for the key to a life of a totally
different character, which led him to the large and pecuniarily
unprofitable interests of agriculture, to the exercise of a free
hospitality, to the delights of the fowler's gun and the angler's
rod, to the society of those who were neither of the (great, the
distinguished, nor the ambitious, and ,to the converse and the
solace of humble friends, who served him. with their homely
virtues, amused him by their native originality, and loved him
with a love unselfish and unalloyed. "When we follow him to
the places where his private life was passed, we shall see how
much it took to occupy and to gratify such a nature, and we
shall find the explanation, if not the excuse, for the fact that,
with almost unparalleled opportunities for amassing a great
fortune by his profession, he died poor.

"When Mr. "Webster left Boston to attend the session of Con-
gress, which commenced in December, 1826, it was feared
Mr. Mills was in a very precarious condition of

1 Letter from William Tudor, dated   ing that Mr. Webster ha<l ttofr W^tten to
at Lima, November 15, 1827, complain-   him in four years.        ,